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Useful Websites
Department of Environmental Conservation’s Draft Ecological Communities of New York State www.dec.ny.gov/animals/29392.html 

This site can also get you to the New York Natural Heritage Program’s homepage.

New York Flora Association 

www.nyflora.org 

Check out the atlas option (can access it directly at atlas.nyflora.org) to get a county-by-county checklist of plants.

NYFA also sponsors field trips and the occasional workshop. These are an excellent chance to get together with both professional and amateur botanists, visit new habitats and gain new appreciation of familiar ones. 

Ecological Landscaping Association (ELA) 
www.ecolandscaping.org 

Ecological Landscaping Network (ELN) 

www.ct.nrcs.usda.gov/eln.html 
New England Wildflower Society 

www.newfs.org 
Greenscapes  

www.greenscapes.org

NOFA (NOFA Guide to Organic Land Care, Practices for Design and Maintenance of Ecological Landscapes, The NOFA Organic Lawn and Turf Handbook, etc.)

www.organiclandcare.net

Grassroots Healthy Lawn Program and Grassroots Environmental Education Center

www.ghlp.org  

Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies

 www.ecostudies.org  

 (Click on “Visitor Information”, select “Our Grounds” and click on “Green Gardening & Landscaping”)

The Urban Horticulture Institute 

www.hort.cornell.edu/department/faculty/bassuk/uhi
(Creating the Urban Forest the Bare Root Method, Urban Trees: Site Assessment, Selection for Stress Tolerance, Planting and others)

Books

Although tools for assessment and essays on principles are certainly necessary, it’s most important to simply start identifying habitats and organisms for yourself. Field guides are essential and CDs of frogs, birds, and night sounds will enhance your experience. 

Site Assessment for Gardeners by Charles P. Mazza, a Cornell Cooperative Extension 

Publication available at www.gardening.cornell.edu/landscape. www.cce.cornell.edu

The Cornell Guide for Planting and Maintaining Trees and Shrubs Information Bulletin 24,

by George L. Good and Richard Weir,III.  Available at www.cce.cornell.edu

Natural Landscaping Source Book (Green Landscaping with Native Plants) 

Available through the Environmental Protection Agency website. www.epa.gov 

Natural Landscaping: Designing with Native Plant Communities (second edition)

by John Diekelmann and Robert Schuster

Landscaping from a natural community approach. Much practical advice combined with principles of landscape architecture.  

Bringing Nature Home: How Native Plants Sustain Wildlife in Our Gardens

By Douglas W. Tallamy

LONG overdue and I’m thrilled to finally see it. This should be mandatory reading for every homeowner, contractor, town planner, garden center employee and landscape architect. A convincing and compelling book, well written and encouraging without being strident.  

A Field Guide to Eastern Forests, John Kricher

One of the Peterson Field Guide series and a favorite starting place.  A thoroughly enjoyable read that enhances your outdoor experience and, if used at bedtime, you’ll fall asleep with a smile on your face.

Eastern Forests, Amy Sutton and Myron Sutton

An Audubon Society nature guide with photos

Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide, Lawrence Newcomb

The essential guide, used by all regional botanists in the field.  Who wants to carry around a 3 lb. technical key when hiking? Especially when hauling other books and paraphernalia. Not every plant is represented, but almost all of them are here. Some of the nomenclature is a little outdated; nevertheless, that is easily corrected.

A Field Guide to the Ferns and their related families, Boughton Cobb

Another in the Peterson Field Guide series.  Much of the nomenclature is outdated, but the illustrations are very good. 

Grasses by Lauren Brown
Not enough species, but the only book around that isn’t a technical key and doesn’t require a microscope.

A Field Guide to the Animals of Vernal Pools, 

Leo P. Kenney and Matthew R. Burne 

A GREAT little 72 pg. glossy book.  Wonderful photos; packed with information, especially for its size.  

Available through Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife, Route 135, Westborough, MA 01581 

http://www.state.ma.us/dfwele/dfw/nhesp 

Click on “vernal pools” then “education initiatives.”

Also available through the Vernal Pool Association   

www.vernalpool.org/fldgide.htm

Vernal Pools: Natural History and Conservation 
Elizabeth A. Colburn

Well researched and thorough treatment of vernal pools. Excellent resource.

Pond and Brook

Michael Caduto

Ditto the comments on “Vernal Pools” book.

Stokes Beginner’s Guide to Dragonflies

Blair Nikula, Jackie Sones, Donald and Lillian Stokes

Butterflies Through Binoculars

Jeffrey Glassburg

Lovely color plates, both. Lots of information and region maps for each species.

Caterpillars of Eastern North America

by David L. Wagner

Caterpillars of  both butterflies and moths, as well as a nod to sawflies. My copy is dog-eared. 
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