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Salt tolerant natives shrubs/trees from both local and regional habitats

* indicates that it is a plant of local habitats

Shrubs

Clethra alnifolia (sweet pepperbush)*

4-5’, white fragrant spikes of flowers in July. Sun to part shade.

Ilex glabra (inkberry)

5-7’ black fruit for birds. Invasive in southern US.

Ilex verticillata (winterberry)*

Sun part shade. 6-7’ Need at least one male for a harem of female shrubs. True of all the Ilex.

Juniperus communis (common juniper)*

Variable in form and needle color. Evergreen. About 3-4’ tall and can spread 6’ wide. A successional shrub, showing up in fields. Painfully sharp needles. Great to deter burglars and unwanted swain. 

Juniperus horizontalis (creeping juniper)

Hails from Maine and northern climes. A creeping shrub with blue-green foliage for gravelly soil. 

Juniperus virginiana (eastern redcedar)*

Narrow upright evergreen 12-15’ common on roadsides in successional meadows. Fruit for cedar waxwings and for sloe gin.

Lindera benzoin (spicebush)*

May work. Best in moist soil. Early spring yellow flowers, red fruit in fall. Need at least one male for females to develop bright red fruit.

Myrica gale (sweet gale)

Native to coastal areas. 4’ high and just about as wide. Flowers inconspicuous. Leaves small and shiny. Prefers wet. 

Morella pensylvanica (aka Myrica pensylvanica) (bayberry)

Native to coastal New England. Tolerates wide range of conditions, from clay soil to salt. Lovely foliage, free form habit. Gray-blue fruit in late summer for birds or candle making. Sun to minimal part shade. 6-8’

Photinia pyrifolia and P. melanocarpa (chokeberry)* 

6-7 feet, black fruit for birds. Sun to part shade. 6-7’

Prunus maritima (beach plum)

Native to coastal Northeast. 4-6’ Edible fruit.

Rhododendron viscosum (swamp azalea)*

Best in wet soil; sun –part shade. Flowers white, extremely fragrant, blooms in late June.

Rhus tyhpina, R. glabra, R. copallinum (sumacs)*

Tall, colonizing shrubs with the cones of red fruit in late summer that persist through winter. Sun.

Rosa viginiana (Virginia rose)*

Glossy leaves, soft pink single flowers in June. Requires good drainage. Reddish thorns and canes.

Vaccinium corymbosum (highbush blueberry)*

Best in slightly acid soil. Sun to part shade. 6-8’ Fruit for birds or people.

Vaccinium macrocarpon (American cranberry)*

A sweet little creeping vine. Flowers small and pale pink/white. Fruit large and bright red. Leaves tiny and narrow, turn deep maroon in fall. 

Viburnum prunifolium* and V. dentatum (nannyberry and arrowwood)*

Fruit for birds. White flowers in late spring. Sun to part shade. 6-8’

Trees

Amelanchier laevis (shadblow, Juneberry)*

>30’ white flowers early spring, fruit for birds or people

Betula alleghaniensis* (yellow birch)

>30’, 
Betula lenta (sweet birch)*

>30’, bark, when scratched, has a root beer fragrance

Celtis occidentalis (hackberry)*

Tolerates wide range of cultural conditions. Canopy tree – ultimately 40’ and no big, knotty surface roots to impede the lawnmower. Butterfly larval host. Sun.

Fraxinus americana (white ash)

canopy tree - >40’ and fairly quick growing.

Fraxinus pensylvanica (green ash)* 

canopy tree - >40’ and fairly quick growing.

Hamamelis virginiana (Virginia witchhazel)*; H. vernalis (spring witchhazel)

Yellow flowers in fall for H. virginiana and spring for H. vernalis.

Nyssa sylvatica (sour gum tree)*

Tall narrow tree that, in moist conditions, can send up suckers, albeit slowly. With lots of moisture, it has stunning red fall color. Sun. Tolerant of upland or lowland conditions. 

Pinus rigida (pitch pine)

Sun. Form and height highly variable, depending on soil. Can be anything from short and twisty (sandy soil) to tall and upright (garden-y soil) The one salt tolerant pine.

Quercus alba (white oak)

>40’, canopy tree, wide branching, wildlife food (both in acorns and insects that it attracts)
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